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Father Stu
Him Review

I'd like to thank Kova PR, Sony Pictures and
Amersham & Chalfont's Together for inviting
me to an early press-screening of this film,
Although | didn't love the movie, | loved

the experience, and it has given me further
incentive to continue writing and watching
films

The Tree of Life - one of my tavounte films
15 a bold, brilliant, beautiful, explarative

of canscliousness, existentialism et fan vl-,' .
very much a Christian film, Even as a
non-beliover Chnstianity and Spintuality
can be one of the mos

t touching, ‘Y".I] 1o

'.u|-,l' st v4-~;)|-m» n the mechum of
film. That's not to say Father Stu s inherently
a bad film. There are many aspects that | find
to be genuinely worthy of praise, but it has

faults in crucial, vital places

Father Stu opens in an explosive fashion
mntroducing |
boxing gloves and screaming rednecks
Blood is shed and br
whare Stuart, our protagonist, fights

15 1o a barrage of sucker punches
uises are bom in the nng

course of an aventful couple of weeks where
newoornm .]v. mes, lll“.'." un li romances and
e ‘.;|\, discove H'" PAassIonNs are uncovert a,
Stuart 15 the um of a near-fatal motoarbikse
nr—'w.‘.‘lu-h-‘»u- Is plunged into a coma -,.011 '

he awakens from his deep sleep, his faith and

~.|m:lu.: Ity <o S0 oo | s beains the true-lifk

chronicle o an anast « mvv'll ox-boxer aspInng

1{ lv-" me a 'i{d"-'
The constant supply of musical nee dle-drops
1t actng from Mark

interasting shots ana gre
Wahlberg and Mel Git
that | dicn’t really have time to feel bared.
these maximalist creative
tod tho « ‘1"1'

But, unintentionally,

decisions ¢ nly preve themes of

Cver the

son attacked my senses

THE YOUNG

and faith fron
becoming i apparent thanks to the country

largiveness, ambitior

S0NQs that would [J. v at the end of every
scene and the brief two and a half minute
conversations that made up the two hour
runtime. The angry, hasty aesthetic of the filn
worked in the first third, when our character
was a raging bull on the bank of a mid

crisis, but didn’t wark wher
earning to love, forgive and accept the G

our character was

he believes in into his heart, There are times
when | wish a film would qo further - go
razier - but this is not that time. Restraint
subtlety and understanding is what | think
Father Stu needs 1o become truly great
Father Stu opened in cnemas an May 17th

0,
> Tom Boyd-Hnl'
Amersham School student by day, film lover at
every other waking moment. Tom has ambitions
e day direct film, Until that time armives, Ton
busies himself watching films, editing and writing
!

om 15 cunrently hov unj’n skills at GCSE, and
endeavouring to make his mark at A level within
the next few months
Please note: the apinions and findings expressed in

this article are solely those of the author and should
not be assumed to be those of Amersham and

Chalfonts Together or its athiliates
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